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Using DWW Resources to

Support Instruction for School Improvement

Teaching Comprehension Strategies
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• A national content center that provides materials and 

technical assistance 

• Supports instruction in literacy, mathematics, science, 

special education, and with English language learners

• Builds on expert research reviews to identify effective 

practices

• Uses a LEARNSEEDO model to translate research-

based practices into practical tools to improve instruction

Overview of COI and DWW

Support school improvement initiatives…

…with practical implementation resources
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LEARN about Teaching Comprehension Strategies
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LEARN: Research Findings

Teaching students to use comprehension strategies can help them
better understand the text they read.

What does this mean for instruction?

• Teach students how to use 

several research-based reading 

comprehension strategies.

• Teach reading comprehension 

strategies individually or in 

combination.

• Teach reading comprehension 

strategies by using a gradual 

release of responsibility.
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Ask yourself…

 What are comprehension strategies and why 

should we teach students to use them?

 What are some of the comprehension 

strategies that research has shown to help 

students improve their reading comprehension 

in the early years of school?

 How might you use this video for planning?

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 8 

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 9 
Take a few 

minutes to…

Reflect and share ideas:

• How might you use this video for planning 

instruction?

• How might you use this video for staff 

development?
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Questioning

Example

SEE

Comprehension 

Strategies

in Action
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SEE the practice

DO the practice
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Use a tool to observe:  

Take notes on the different ways the teachers provide 

comprehension strategy instruction and support.
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Watch a 

Classroom Example

How does the teacher 

use thinkalouds to 

promote 

comprehension?
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Use a tool to plan

• Give an example of how you 

will explicitly explain and 

model a reading 

comprehension strategy.

• Describe how you will provide 

guided practice.

• How might you provide 

support for your students as 

they are learning to use 

reading comprehension 

strategies independently?
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More literacy resources…

dww.ed.govwww.centeroninstruction.org
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